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METHODIST MESSAGES 

It’s my birthday month! My birthday is July 2
nd. 

When I was a child I thought the fireworks were just 

for me! Then I went to school and learned why we celebrate the 4
th
 of July, the birthday of our country. Did you 

know that the Declaration of Independence was actually signed on July 2
nd

? So, you see, those fireworks are, in 
part, just for me! 

I thank God regularly that He placed me in this great country and for the family that I was born into. I pray for those 
who are not as fortunate as I am and I pray that God will show me ways to make their lives better. We have so 
many opportunities right here at our church to help: 

Support our partnership with Mississippi School with the school supply donations and Sheridan Story meals. 
Let those kids know that there are people who care for them. Fill up those backpacks so the kids aren’t 
hungry on the weekends.  

We can support UMCOR – they help in disaster areas here in the states and in other countries.  

Pray for our newly forming Congregational Care Team who will be visiting shut-ins from our church.  

Sign up for Feed My Starving Children. Pack food for those in other countries who are literally starving to death 
without the food that is boxed and shipped to them. 

Read your bulletin insert every week. We have many more opportunities to serve others and I have a feeling 
that we will see even more in the near future. 

If you are physically challenged like me, you can donate money for these causes.  Hygiene kits, layette kits, flood 
kits are all purchased and assembled at CRUMC. I can donate money for someone else to purchase the items 
because it’s hard for me to shop. I helped out at the Matthew 25 project a couple of weeks ago up in Isanti. They 
distribute food to the needy in their community. There were about 20 volunteers from Coon Rapids UMC that day! I 
was so proud to be a part of it. Others were unloading the trucks and carting the boxes of food in. I couldn’t do that 
but I could sit behind a table, arrange the treats on the table, and greet the people that were coming through with a 
smile, and a “Good Morning. How are you today?” Even if you can’t do that, even if you have no money, you can 
pray. The best way to support anything is to pray – pray for the leaders, pray for the volunteers, pray that the 
needed funds are raised, pray for those who are receiving that their lives will be changed and that they will see God 
through us. Pray that we can be the example that others can emulate. 

I just saw a young lady on TV who chose to purchase pizzas and bring them to the homeless in her city instead of 
having a graduation party for herself. Her parents gave her the money they would have spent on an open house 
and she blessed those who were hungry with a pizza party! Now that’s having a heart for God’s people!  

 

So if you were thinking about giving me a birthday present, or sending me a card,  

give the equivalent to the “Raise the Roof” campaign instead and I personally  

Thank You from the bottom of my heart for each dollar you give!   

Blessings,  

Nancy Mahowald    

Coon Rapids United Methodist Church July 2019 
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In Layman's Terms:  The Thoughts and Musings of a Certified Lay Minister 
"Wanted Man" 

 
 It's the fall of 1988. I am splitting the rent on a house with my roommate while working full time 
during the day and part time at night. The hours are crazy, and so are some of the shenanigans 
at our house. Our dining room consisted of my pool table, where some really intense games of 8 
ball were played. The front yard was pretty big, and we played lots of whiffle ball in our spare time 
where we sprinkled baby powder for the foul lines and on deck circle. (Don't judge me, it was the 
80's!) 

 My roommate and I got along pretty well. He was the morning DJ at the radio station where we 
both worked and I worked my way up from being a weekend DJ to working the 7 pm to midnight 
shift Mondays through Fridays, which I did after working full time at a bank 8:00 am - 4:30 pm. 
We had some crazy parties at the house: you've heard of bobbing for apples? One time, we had 
a bobbing for pinecones party. Both my roommate and I have lots of fond memories from the time 
we lived together at this house in Robbinsdale, Minnesota. 

 A couple of times, my roommate's car broke down and he needed to borrow my car so he 
could make it to work. It was okay with me since I took the bus to my job downtown at the bank, 
then came home long enough to grab a bite to eat and my car keys so I could make it to the radio 
station in time for my nightly air shift. Things were going pretty well for us two wild and crazy 
guys, until one day. I had parked my car in our garage and entered the back door of our home 
where our laundry room was. There, alongside the wall, was a pile of mail. I reached down to pick 
up the mail and started going through it. There was a bill for my roommate, a couple of bills for 
me, and a letter addressed to me from the Anoka County Sheriff's Department. Hmm, I thought, it 
must be one of those fundraising letters that the ACSD sends out.  

 Nope. It wasn't a fundraising letter. It was an arrest warrant. For me:  ME! Huh???  I was 
confused. I had a couple of speeding tickets in the past but had paid them and everything was 
okay or so I thought. As I read the arrest warrant, it suddenly dawned on me that the warrant was 
for a couple of parking tickets, but that's odd, I thought, since I took the bus to work. Then, it all 
became clear. My roommate had gotten two $5.00 parking tickets while using my car. Those two 
tickets totaling $10.00 were never paid, which caused the Anoka County Sheriff's Department to 
issue an arrest warrant for the car's legal owner: me. Soon after, I drove to the Anoka County City 
Offices, paid my arrest warrant of $125.00, and cleared my name (and my driving record). 

 After that, things between my roommate and I weren't the same. Money troubles caused us 
each to leave that little house in Robbinsdale. I ended up moving back home with my parents as I 
worked to restore my credit rating and name. I lost track of my roommate over the years, only to 
reconnect after he moved back to Minnesota from New Orleans where he was a teacher. 

 You probably never knew that your lay minister was once a wanted man. The funny thing is 
that this hasn't been the only time I've been wanted. No, God has wanted me for years. He has 
endured my stubbornness and my prodigal son impression. He has stood by me as I followed the 
things of this world and not heaven. Yet all the while, He has patiently reminded me that He is 
always there for me. He loves me and wants me to renew the strong relationship that I have had 
with him in the past. Yes, God loves me and wants me. Yet I admit, there are times when I am 
distracted from heavenly things by the shiny, glittery things in our world. Ephesians 4:22-24 states 
"You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being 
corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds, and to put on the 
new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. God gently whispers to each 
one of us that He is all that we need, and all we need to do is follow God with our whole hearts.  

 Friends, you don't need an arrest warrant to tell you that God loves and needs you! Surrender 
to him and become his disciples. God will lead you where He wants you to go. Give him your 
heart and listen to Him. Your life will forever be changed by God and those changes, and not a 
warrant for your arrest, will let you know that you are wanted by Him forever. Amen.  

  John Lloyd 
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After a great deal of listening, discerning, praying, collaborating, and compromising, we’ve made 

the decision to adjust our Sunday morning schedule at Coon Rapids UMC.  

Starting on Sunday, September 8, 2019 our Worship Celebration service will begin at 10:00 

AM. 

At 9 AM every Sunday, we’re going set aside an hour to focus on growing our faith by 

learning and praying together. 

For our children… to consolidate our efforts and bring everyone together, Cindi Foster, Evelyn 

Nelson, Kayla Christensen and a team of people will work together to create a dynamic ministry 

that incorporates music, Bible stories, and activities to help our kids learn. This is a bold step for 

our church, and we are very excited about the possibilities to grow our children’s ministry in 

strength and vitality.  

For our youth… We’d love to generate energy for youth attendance and participation on Sunday 

mornings. This may also include confirmation classes…. TBA 

For all adults… Wouldn’t it be great if our church adults were talking about the same thing as the 

kids every week? We are praying about God’s strategy to form classes, but we’re already plan-

ning to gather all adults around coffee and conversation, hoping to coordinate with our children’s 

(and youth, if possible) lesson for the day.  

In case you’re wondering about Light of Life Choir… the leaders of Light of Life choir, Cindi 

Foster and Evelyn Nelson, have been a part of these decisions, and are totally on board with this 

plan to combine efforts for a season. We’re hoping this will help generate growth, so we have 

more kids and young families overall. 

Also, in case you’re wondering about when Solid Rock will practice, don’t worry! The lead-

ers of Solid Rock, Anita DeMay and Kirsten Comfort, are noticing more and more conflicts for kids 

on Sunday mornings, and believe that an adjustment in rehearsal schedule may help increase 

attendance. They offered to make a change and are carefully praying about new rehearsal time 

possibilities for the choir.  You will hear more about this as more plans are made. 

Please pray for our preparation and planning, and for our church  
as we navigate this new season of growth and change. 

Help us spread the word! 

Worship Time Change this Fall 
starting on 

September 8, 2019 

9:00 AM         New Education plans for children, youth & adults 
 

10:00 AM      Worship Celebration Service 
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Help us partner with the Spirit River Community 
to provide food to those in need. 

  

Volunteer opportunities available to people of all  
abilities… from unloading the truck to handing out tokens.   

  
People from age 12 to 92 have successfully volunteered,  

so don’t count yourself out. God needs you! 
  

Isanti Middle School; 201 Centennial Dr; Isanti, MN 55040 

 

Matthew 25 Food  

Distribution 

Saturday, July 27 

Missions News 

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!   We collected and sent $348  for the Annual Conference 

Love Offering. 

A special thanks to all of you who have supported the Mississippi School mission this past 

year! The staff and families are so very grateful for the partnership we have with them and are ex-

cited to continue next year.  If you have an interest in tutoring, helping with beginning of year en-

velope stuffing, mentoring, delivering weekend food and a variety of other things that come up 

throughout the year, let Wendi Jarson know of your interest so you can get started with the volun-

teer application.  

School Supply Drive During July and August, CRUMC Missions Team will be coordinating 

the collection of school supplies for the daycare children and students at Mississippi Elemen-

tary.  The collection of items will include backpacks, pencils, notebooks, pens, colors, markers, 

plastic folders, scissors, etc.  A box will be located in the Narthex hallway. The list will be posted 

on the bulletin board in the Narthex during the month of August when it becomes available. Stu-

dents from the daycare will "shop" before their own open house so they are ready to go! The other 

supplies will be available to families during the Open House. 

Night To Unite - Tuesday, Aug. 6, 2019  5-7 pm   This year we will hold our 3rd Annual Night To 

Unite in our church parking lot. We will have food, games, an awesome water inflatable, music 

and information. The police and firefighters will also stop by with special items for the kids. To 

make this the "best night ever", we will need YOUR help!  Please consider helping with the many 

different areas of need - food, games, set-up or take down/clean up, music, information table, 

etc... See Wendi Jarson, Chris Bennet-Gagner or any of the Missions Team members for more 

information.  

Blood Drive 

Coon Rapids UMC 

Thursday, August 8 

8:00am—12:00 

Sign Up Today: 

1-800-RED-CROSS 

 www.redcross.org 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

"Raise The Roof"  
Campaign Update 

Thank you to all who have contributed thus far 
to the Roof campaign. We 
are almost at the halfway 
level of raising the $175,000 
for the project.  We have 
raised about  $87,500 
through Sunday, June 23rd. 
Let's keep the momentum going by continuing 
to send in your donations and raising the ther-
mometer in the church Narthex, especially 
during the month of July. The work is planned 
to start sometime around mid-August, weather 
dependent.  

Stewardship and Finance Committee  

 

Wednesday Nights all summer!  
6pm-9pm  

All incoming 6th Graders-Graduating Seniors! 
We are planning to meet simultaneously as 2 
groups, middle school (incoming 6th-incoming 
8th graders) and High School (incoming 9th 

graders-graduating seniors). We want YOU to 
come be part of the fun! 

 

Jenny Lindner   Jenny@coonrapidsumc.org 

Cassie Larsen  Cassie@coonrapidsumc.org 

July 18, 2019,  5:30 - 7:30 pm 

Daycare 50th Birthday Bash 

This year has been an historic milestone for the Day Care Center.  
On Sunday, March 3 we celebrated the 50

th
 anniversary of the 

opening day of the Center.  Birthday cake was served during  
coffee time following morning worship.  The celebration continued 
with the day care children on Tuesday, March 5 when each class 
played birthday party games and we had birthday cupcakes and 
ice cream. 

Our birthday year will culminate with our 50
th
 Birthday Bash on 

Thursday, July 18 from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.   Dependent upon the 
weather, this will be an outdoor event.   There will be a supper of 
walking tacos and other goodies (free will offering).   

The Teddy Bear Band will be here from 5:30 – 6 and 6:30 – 7.  They always  
provide an entertaining and interactive program for the children (and adults).   

There will be a fire truck from the Coon Rapids Fire Department for the children to 
see and explore.  Clowns, face painting, and other activities will contribute to this 
being a fun and festive evening as we reconnect with Coon 
Rapids Day Care Center alumni and former staff. 

There is an opportunity to participate in this event by  
helping with food prep, set up, or clean up.  Please contact the Day Care  
office to volunteer.  If you plan on attending the event, please let us know as 
we are trying to get an estimate as to how many people we can expect. 

Linda & Kim  763-755-2412  or   daycare@coonrapidsumc.org 
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Click here for online Calendar 

https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73809828
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“@coonrapidsumc” 

Coon Rapids United Methodist Church  

10506 Hanson Blvd NW 

Coon Rapids, MN 55433 

Non-Profit Org 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit #76 
Anoka MN 55303 

Coon Rapids UMC  
(763) 755-6990 

www.coonrapidsumc.org 
prayerrequests@coonrapidsumc.org 

info@CoonRapidsUMC.org  
 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Dianna Dunham Foltz PastorDianna@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Ministry Support: Tammy Gallagher TammyCRUMC@gmail.com 

Administrator: Cathi Weber Cathi@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Treasurer: Bob Foster Bob@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Youth: Jenny Lindner Jenny@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

 Cassie Larsen Cassie@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Children & Education: Kayla Christensen Kayla@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Music Director: Jo Franta JoFranta@aol.com 

Custodians: Jerry & Joyce Bartlett 763-755-4155 

Day Care Directors:  Linda Fruland Daycare@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

 Kim Creasey Daycare@CoonRapidsUMC.org 

Missed Church? 

Our services are recorded 
and posted on YouTube 
and Facebook. This is your 
chance to be blessed with 
the pastor’s inspirational 
messages at home.   

Coon RapidsUMC.org 
“Sunday Message”  

http://www.coonrapidsumc.org
mailto:info@coonrapidsumc.org?subject=Info

